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ABSTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS OF THE 

COURT OF ORDINARY OF THE PROVINCE 

OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1700-1712. 

By A. S. Salley, Jr. 

[The records of the court of ordinary of the province of 
South Carolina (1670-1776) from 1692 to the close of the 
provincial period are now to be found in the office of the 
judge of probate of Charleston County in Charleston. The 
first volume there covers the period from 1692 to 1700. 
Systematically compiled abstracts of the contents of that 
volume have been contributed by the writer to previous 
issues of this magazine, beginning with the issue for July, 
1907 (Vol. VIII, No. 3). The succeeding volume (MS.) 
covers the period from 1700 to 1 712. In the office of the 
Historical Commission of South Carolina in Columbia 
there is an earlier volume of these records, covering the 
period from 1672 to 1692.] 

Will of "John Crosse of y e Province of Carolina above 
s a . Cordwainer", made March 23, 1685/6, "intending by 
God's assistance for a Voyage to Sea", gave "Wife Mary 
Crosse" all of his real and personal estate for life, at her 
death to be disposed of as she should order and appoint; 
gave "Son in Law William Bayly" the dwelling in Charles 
Town in which testator then resided and one half of the 
lot thereunto belonging after the death of testator's wife; 
appointed wife "onely executrix"; proved before James 
Colleton (governor), December 7, 1787. 

Witnesses: Jacob Waight, John Givin, and John Shel- 
ton. Recorded by Henry Wigington, Deputy Secretary of 
the Province, March 5, 1699/1700. (Page 1.) 

Will of Mary Crosse of Charles Town in y" Province of 
Carolina Widow, being very sick and weak. * * * Son 
William Bayely y* corner Town lot w " was formerly Capt. 
John Clapps, whereon y e Great house stands together with 
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s d . house & all other buildings; also my half of parcell of 
land near Bermudos Towne, 50 acres w ch I purchased 
with my son Capt. Charles Basden also to son Wm. Bayley 
for life, one other town lott, w ch formerly belonged to Capt. 
John Clapps, whereon Cap'. John fflavell now lives, after 
his death, sd. town lott to my two Daughters, Mary Basden 
widow & Susanna Rawlins. 

To dau. Mary Basden, widow, one moiety or half part 
of my town lot in Charles Town fronting ye wharfe, where 
I now live, next to Capt. Rhetts, where Mr. Buckly lately 
lived. 

To daughter Susannah Rawlins the other half of said 
lot. 

My three town lots near Market Place to be divided into 
three equal parts as followeth, — ye front to Broad alias 
Cooper Street & ye front to ye little Street by Dr. ffrank- 
lings & Mr. Symonds to be divided into thirds, and 1 part 
to Son Wm. Bayley for life, then daughters Mary Basden 
and Susannah Rawlins. The third part of sd. town lots 
which lies eastermost next my son Rawlins land to dau. 
Susannah Rawlins; the other part to dau. Mary Basden. 

Exors. empowered to sell lot purchased from Henry 
Samiways to pay debts. All household goods to daughters 
Mary Basden and Susannah Rawlins. Dau. Mary Basden, 
one "Indian Girle Slave" named Rayner. 

Son Wm. & daus. Mary & Susanna all shop goods. 

Son Wm. Bayley and two daughters Mary Basden and 
Susannah Rawlins executor and executrixes. 

Dated : Charles Town, August 8, 1698. Witnessed by Mil- 

her 

dred Shory, Ann Pawley Edith x Heme, and Jonathan 

mark 
Amory. 

Proved Nov. 10, 1698 before Gov. Blake, by Mrs. Mil- 
dred Shory and Mrs. Ann Pawley. Recorded March 6, 
1699/1700, by Henry Wigington. (Pages 2-3.*) 

January 8, 1699- 1700, Elizabeth Courtis, Joseph Morton 
and Edmund Bellinger executed their bond to Governor 
Blake for Mrs. Courtis's proper administration upon the 

♦Abstracts made by Mabel L. Webber. 
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estate of Daniel Courtis. Witness : Henry Wigington. 

(Page 4-) 

January 30, 1 699-1 700, Sarah Rhett, Capt. Job Howes 
and Ralph Izard, executed a bond to Governor Blake for 
Mrs. Rhett's proper administration on the estate of Ann 
Amory. (Page 5.) 

Same date, a similar bond from the same persons for Mrs. 
Rhett's proper administration on the estate of Robert 
Amory. (Pages 6-7.) 

Same date, a similar bond from the same persons for Mrs. 
Rhett's proper administration on the estate of William 
Harwood. (Pages 7-8.) 

Bond from George Logan and John Buckley to Governor 
Blake for Logan's proper administration on the estate of 
Helen Bristow. Witness: Henry Wigington. (Pages 8-9.) 

May 10, 1700, Edmund Bellinger, James Moore and 
Joseph Morton executed a bond to Governor Blake for 
Bellinger's proper administration on the estate of Richard 
Bellinger. Witness: Edward Moseley. (Pages 10-11.) 

June 6, 1700, John Collett, John Skeech, Abraham Pope, 
Francis Fidling and John Thomas executed a bond to 
Governor Blake for Collett, Skeech and Pope's proper ad- 
ministration of the estate of William Morris. Witness: 
Henry Wigington. (Pages 11-12.) 

July 12, 1700, John Whitmarsh, Abraham Eve and 
Benjamin Lamboll executed a bond to Governor Blake for 
Whitmarsh's proper administration on the estate of John 
Smallwell. Witness: Henry Wigington. (Pages 12-13.) 

Will of Jonathan Amory, of Carolina, merchant, made 
November 23, 1697, and proved before Edmund Bellinger, 
October 9, 1699, gave son, Joseph Croskeys, a piece of land 
"next y\ Rattrapp", which he had bought of Andrew 
Lawson, lying on the "left hand of y\ Broad path as you 
goe into y e Country", directing his executrix also to make 
him title to a piece of land which lay next to the dwelling 
house which testator had given to his daughter, also his 
silver headed cane ; gave Sarah Rhett, "daughter to Cap' : 
Will 1 ". Rhett", £10, to be paid into the hands of her mother 
to buy her a gold chain; gave Dr. Atkin Williamson, £10.; 
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gave "Doct r . Thomas Tode", £10. ; gave the poor of Charles 
Town, £15.; gave Thomas Noble, £20.; gave wife, Martha, 
his dwelling house in Charles Town and all the land "paled 
in about y c . same" for life, at her death to go to sons, 
Thomas and Robert Amory, and the survivors of them; 
gave wife all of her wearing apparel and all plate and 
household goods belonging to his said dwelling house ; gave 
daughter, Sarah Amory, £300. ; gave daughter, Ann, £300. ; 
gave all the rest and residue of his estate to his wife and 
sons, Thomas and Robert; appointed wife, Martha, sole 
executrix during her life, at her death to be succeeded by 
his sons, Thomas and Robert, as executors. Witnesses : 
George Logan, Francis Fidling, Joane Hearne. (Pages 
I4-I5-) 

Will of Martha Amory, "of Charles Town in South 
Carolina Widdo", made October 30, 1699, and proved be- 
fore Governor Blake, November 13, 1699, gave "dear 
friend Mrs. Sarah Rhett" her gold watch, her horse and 
horse nets and her "white quilted Pitticoat" ; gave the min- 
ister of the "Church of England who shall succeed y\ late 
Reverend Mr. Samuel Marshall deceased as Rector or 
minister of y". Church of Charles towne in South Carolina 
j. sum of tenn pounds Carolina moneyss" ; gave the poor 
of Charles Town £10.; gave William Rhett, Jr., "son of 
Cap'. Will" 1 . Rhett", £5. to buy a ring; gave Sarah Rhett, 
daughter of Capt. William Rhett, £20. ; gave "son in law" 
(step-son), Thomas Amory, her largest silver tankard, 'gave 
son, .Robert Amory, her wedding ring; gave daughter, 
Sarah, her gold girdle buckle, and a gold locket and six 
silver spoons ; gave daughter, Ann, her gold shoe buckles, a 
gold button of her "night raile" and six silver spoons; di- 
rected that the remaining third part of her deceased hus- 
band's estate left her by his will, and all other estate 
possessed by her at her death, be divided into three equal 
parts : one third of which was divised to her step-son, 
Thomas Amory, and son, Robert Amory, to be equally 
divided between them, but in case of Thomas's death with- 
out issue, it was to be divided between her son, Robert, and 
daughters, Sarah and Ann, or the survivors of them; the 
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other two parts to go to her daughters, Sarah and Ann, to 
be equally divided between them, directing also that in case 
of the death without issue of either of her three children 
that his or her share be divided equally between the sur- 
vivors ; appointed Mrs. Sarah Rhett, wife of Capt. William 
Rhett, executrix, and son, Robert, executor, when of age; 
directed that the education of her children, Robert, Sarah 
and Ann, "shall be at the sole ordering and disposall" of 
her executrix. Witnesses : Joseph Croskeys, Robert Daeres, 
Jane Trott, Susannah Jackson and Nicholas Trott. (Pages 
16-18.) 

Will of Edward Rawlins, of Charles Town, made Sept., 
1699: Wife Susanna Rawlins all my estate both real and 
personal, with power to sell such property as may be nec- 
essary for the bringing up of my children. If wife die, 
then est. to be equally divided between my living children 
when of age. If all my children die, then the children of 
Charles Basden deceased and William Bayley. Wife Su- 
sanna to be executrix and guardian of children and after 
her death, friends Robt. Daniel, Esq., Mr. James Stanyarne 
and Capt. Job Hows, Sept. 24, 1699. Witnesses : John 
Buckley, William Smith, John Cock, Jr., and William 
Welch. Proved by Capt. William Smith and Mr. John 
Buckley before Gov. Joseph Blake, June 17, 1700, and 
recorded the same day by Henry Wigington, Dep. Sec. 
(Pages 19-20.*) 

Will of John Alexander, of Carolina, merchant, made 
September 26, 1699, and proved before Governor Blake, 
January 15, 1699/1700, gave "y e . ministry of y\ Church at 
Charles Town commonly called y e . Presbyterian Church" 
£50., to be delivered to and left at the discretion and man- 
agement of John Jones, gunsmith, and Robert Fenwick; 
gave Avis Adams of Charles Town, widow, £10. sterling; 
gave "y e . r* : honble : Joseph Blake" and George Logan, Esq., 
whom he named as his executors, £10. each to buy them- 
selves mourning rings ; gave wife, Ann Alexander, one half 
of his real and personal estate not otherwise bequeathed; 

♦Abstract made by Mabel L. Webber. 
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gave daughter, Ann Alexander, the other half, but in case 
of her death in infancy, her half was to revert to her 
mother, and, in such case, should the mother die before 
testator, the whole property was devised to his brother, 
Robert Alexander; appointed wife executrix, and Joseph 
Blake and George Logan executors. Witnesses: Abraham 
Eve, John Cock, Sr., William Sadler, John Cock. (Pages 
21-22.) 

Will of Affra Coming, of Berkeley County, South Caro- 
lina, "Widdo. & relict of John Coming late of y e . same 
County Gent. dec a .", made December 28, 1698, and proved 
before Governor Blake, March 9, 1699/1700, gave all of 
her lands, tenements, woods and pastures in Berkeley 
County, together with their appurtenances, "unto John 
Harleston of Dublin in y e Kingdom of Ireland Gent my 
nephew son of John Harleston late of Mailing in y c . County 
of Essex in y e . Kingdom of England Gent deceased & to 
Elias Ball Son of William Ball half brother of y e aboves". 
John Coming" ; gave the said Harleston and Ball also all 
of her negro and Indian slaves, cattle, furniture, goods, 
debts and chattels, to be equally divided between them ; ap- 
pointed Dr. Charles Burnham and James Child, both of 
Berkeley County, executors, giving to each £10. as a token 
of esteem. Witnesses : Edmund Bohun, Samuel Marshall 
and John Fenning. (Page 22.) 

Will of Richard Baker, made January 28, 1698, and 
proved before Governor Blake, July 24, 1698, gave son 
Edward, his house and plantation, his slaves Great Jack, his 
wife, and four children and Tom and his wife and son ; gave 
son William, his slaves Pegg, Andrew, Little Abraham and 
Little Frank ; gave son John, his slaves Mingo, Ansebah and 
her three children and Cuddye; gave "soninlaw", John 
Palmer, his slaves Hector, his wife, daughter and the boy 
January; gave "son in law", William Cantey,a negro, Frank, 
and his two children and Flower and her children ; gave 
daughter Elizabeth a negro, Will, and his wife and her five 
children and a negro, Bek, twenty head of cattle, which were 
to be numbered with those left her by testator's son, Richard 
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Baker; gave twenty head of cattle and a mare to his son 
John Baker; gave William Cantey a colt; ordered that the 
whole stock of sheep be equally divided between his chil- 
dren ; ordered a horse and mare for the plantation use ; gave 
his son (which one is not stated) the hundred acres whereon 
he was then settled and the three hundred acres adjoining 
William Cantey; ordered Moreah, "if she doth well", to his 
son, John Palmer; ordered Old Robbin and Old Betty for 
the plantation use ; gave son-in-law, John Palmer, six cows 
and calves ; gave son-in-law, William Cantey, six cows and 
calves ; gave son William Baker, six cows and calves ; gave 
son John, a feather bed; ordered all remaining cattle for 
plantation use; appointed wife, Elizabeth Baker, sole exec- 
utrix. Witnesses : William Cantey, James Hulbert, William 
Baker, Edward Baker. (Pages 23-24.) 

Codicil to will of John Johns, of Charles Town, formerly 
of London, made October 8, 1699, and proved before Ed- 
mund Bellinger, October 10, 1699, mentioned will which 
he had made in England; gave George Logan, Esq., and 
Capt. William Smith, vintner, two of the executors to the 
codicil, f 10. each in Carolina money; gave remainder of his 
estate in Carolina, after his debts, funeral expenses and 
legacies should be paid, to wife, Frances, and partner, John 
Hawkins, gunsmith, to be equally divided between them, 
directing Messrs Logan and Smith to transmit the same to 
them in England, or otherwise, as they should direct; gave 
wife, Frances Johns, "all that dividend which shall belong 
to her of my estate in Carolina" during her natural life or 
widowhood and after her decease or marriage to be equally 
divided between his two daughters, Mary and Martha 
Johns; appointed wife, executrix, and John Hawkins, 
George Logan and William Smith, executors to the codicil ; 
directed his executors in Carolina to send home £20., which 
his brother, Jeremiah Johns, deceased, had left with him to 
pay to said brother's wife, Mary Johns, fio., to said 
brother's mother, Elizabeth Johns, £5., and to said brother's 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Munday, £5. Witnesses : John Buck- 
ley, John Flavell, Dove Williamson. (Pages 25-26.) 
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October 26, 1700, Governor Moore granted letters of 
administration on the estate of Isaac Remick to Elizabeth 
Remick, at the same time directing Hugh Hughs, Thomas 
Hall, Henry Seisin, James LaRoche and John Toomer to 
appraise and make an inventory thereof. Mrs. Remick's 
bond is signed by herself, Ralph Emms and Richard Wake- 
field. (Pages 26-27.) 

July 30, 1700, Alexander Parris, Thomas Pinckney and 
John Collins executed a bond to Governor Blake for Parris's 
proper administration of the estate of John Tarkington. 
Witness: Henry Wigington. (Pages 28-29.) 

July 5, 1700, Capt. Job Howes, Capt. William Rhett and 
Samuel Norton executed a bond to Governor Blake for 
Howes's proper administration of the estate of Joseph 
Allison. Witness: Henry Wigington. (Pages 29-30. ) 

Letters of administration on said estate were granted to 
Capt. Howes by Governor Blake the same day and a war- 
rant of appraisement was directed to Robert Cage, Francis 
Fidling, Capt. Thomas Smith, Simon Valentyn and Solo- 
mon Legare. (Page 31.) 

December 19, 1700, Jean Prioleau, Peter Girard and 
James Dubosc executed a bond to Governor Moore for Jean 
Prioleau's proper administration of the estate of Daniel 
Duroureseaux. Witness : Edward Moseley. The warrant 
of appraisement was directed to Peter de St. Julien, James 
LeSerurier, Lewis Pasquereau, Elias Foissin and Henry 
Peronneau. (Pages 31-32.) 

{To be continued.) 



